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The newsletter of the Essex Crusaders, Centre 19, Virago Star Owners Club. 
 
August  2010   Issue 176   contents: 

 

2.   Rep’s Rambling.   2. Deputy Rep (South). 

3.   Deputy Rep (North).  4. Invite from Centre 5. 

5.   Biker Spirit Motorcycle Tours. 6-7. Day Trip to Brugge.  

8.   August  Rideouts.   9. C19 Meeting Dates.   

     

COPY DATE FOR NEXT SEAX is MONDAY 23rd August. 
  

Contacts: 
 

Centre Rep.  John Evans 
    10 Woodlow;  Benfleet;  SS7 3RL. 

Tel: Home  01268 775720  mobile  07778 643986 
john@evans6387.freeserve.co.uk  

 
Deputy Rep.  (North) Peter ‘Mr. K’ Gauntlett 
   Home  01206 570604  mobile  07531 614887 

petergauntlett03@aol.com 
 

Deputy Rep.  (South) Trevor Lathrope    
01245 320525 
trevorlathrope@gmail.com 
 

Seax Editor   Alan Ferry    mobile 07973 371812 
   seax2008@hotmail.com 
 
Spider   Claire Gauntlett 
   uglymonsters01@aol.com 
 
Centre 19 website :  http :/www.essex-crusaders.org.uk 
 
VSOC website :  http :/www.vsoc.org.uk 
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DEPUTY REP (SOUTH) 
  
Trevor Lathrope (13 year member) has asked if he could fill the vacant position as 
Deputy Rep South, which has been vacant for 18 months. 
Myself and Peter, (Deputy Rep North) have agreed that he can fill the position as 
from now,  and it can be approved by the members at the next AGM. If anybody 
has any objections to the filling of this position by Trevor please let me know in 
writing by the 30th August 2010 
  
Welcome aboard Trevor 
 

 John 
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When I left the AGM this year stuck in the back of my mind was the position for 
deputy rep for the south was left unfilled. I got to thinking is this a job that I would 
be capable of for-filling, I don't know, but of-course I'll never know unless I have a 
go. So I had a word with John and Peter, who with help from Carol have got things 
running pretty well, as have all the previous reps, they both said they didn't think 
I'd have a problem and that I should give it a try. 
As I've been a member of the VSOC and C19 in particular for 13 years and only 
ever taken and never really given I said o'k and I'm in, subject to any objections. 
I haven't yet found out what my duties will be but  I'll do the best I can, bearing in 
mind I don't have the best memory,  
am a bit deaf and things do seem to happen to me [they don't call me Mishap for 
nothing]  
So be gentle with me and here goes. 
  
Trev  
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C19 North meeting 7th July 2010  
It was a very warm evening so the meeting was held outside and most turned up 
on bikes, well it is a bike club after all . 
I had a nice meal with Barney and Denise prior to the meeting which was a shame 
as Jane provided us with crispy roast potatoes during the course of the meeting.  
These meetings are never very formal and a general chit chat is usually the order 
of the day with reminders of what is going on in the centre and the VSOC in 
general. 
On a general note it would be good to see a few more from the South of the 
County up to the North meeting as it would also be good to see some Northerners 
go to the South occasionally,  
Subsequent to the meeting about 40 of us went to Brugge for the day and apart 
from poor old Joe who had steering problems a good day was had by all, I can 
also report that the weather in Wales was very dry and very hot, a first I believe, 
again there were several from C19.  Barney, Trevor and I rushed back to see the 
world cup performance by England and wished we hadn’t, Trevor was pulling his 
trailer and wasn’t taking any prisoners that day !!! 
A lot of us are off to Reading shortly so maybe see some new faces there.  
The national AGM is in November so any issues you want raised on the AGM are 
to be addressed to John initially. 
 
Ta ta for now 
Peter 
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An invite from Centre 5 (Yorkies)  
 
 
On January 22nd 2011 we will be at the Cairn hotel Harrogate , but this time we 
will be in the main ballroom. A 4 course meal, bed and all you can eat breakfast, 
plus a live band as seen at our stag and hen night a year ago, with our rally D.J 
Lee filling the floor, the ballroom is... very impressive boasting the largest sprung 
floor in the North ow much ----£60 per person inclusive all above --- 
 
I have booked all rooms available which is 27 doubles / 42 twins / 5 singles and 
the honeymoon suite for our traditional draw for a lucky couple. 
 
The hotel has offered 9 club suites for a small additional charge and 1 four poster 
room - again for a small extra charge. 
 
For anyone wishing to extend their stay a special rate of £37.50 for dinner , bed 
and breakfast per person has been arranged, we did this last year and made a 
good weekend of it  
 
Centre 6 / Centre 9 and a few Geordies have shown interest in the weekend as the 
ballroom is ideal for around 150 people. 
 
If you want to be certain of a double room or one of the suites please book early, 
or you might end up pushing two single beds together. 
 
A £10-00 deposit per person is required to reserve your weekend in the hotel.  
As well as making us very welcome at the Cairn, they are giving the centre a 
dinner / bed and breakfast for 1 night for 2 people as a raffle prize as well as the 
usual bottles and upgrading to the honeymoon suite for a lucky couple. 
 
This will be an excellent chance for the northern area to start the year off in style, 
lets be having your names and deposits please. 
 
If anybody is interested in this weekend away, could you please let me know as 
soon as possible with your deposit. 
 
John 
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Biker Spirit Motorcycle Tours  

You may recall from Clatter 61 an advertisement for Biker Spirit Motorcycle Tours.  
I think at these prices it is a real bargain and having recently been on the 4 day 
tour to Ireland in June worth every penny...especially at 40% off the normal rates! 
   
Eire (Southern Ireland) 7 Days / 7 Nights Tour: 
  
The tour runs from the 7th - 14th August 2010 with 7 days of riding some 
fantastic roads, seeing spectacular views and staying in great places. With the 
discount applied it works out at less than £100 per day per person, which 
includes return ferries, accommodation, breakfasts and our guiding services, so 
is a very good deal. 
 
Highlights of the tour include: 
- Spending two nights in Galway City & riding up through Connemara National 
Park 
- Skirting the coastline via the Cliffs of Moher & down to Spanish Point 
- Enjoying traditional music, pubs and Irish hospitality in Killarney 
- Exploring the Dingle Peninsula via the spectacular Connor Pass & the Ring of 
Kerry 
- Visiting Blarney Castle and riding through the Knockmealdown Mountains 
- Taking in the Wicklow Mountains and National Park. 
 
The discounted costs are as follows: 
- £540 (normally £900) per bike & rider (twin room sharing) 
- £690 (normally £1150) per bike & rider (single room) 
- £930 (normally £1550) for one bike, rider & pillion passenger 
- Includes return ferries to Ireland, Shannon Estuary ferry, 7 night's 
accommodation & breakfasts & full guiding services 
 
Members can view details of the tour at www.bikerspirit.co.uk and if anyone is 
interested they can email me peter@bikerspirit.co.uk or call me on 0771 980 
9304. 
  
Many thanks 
 
Alexander Bridgwood 
Clatter Editor 
Virago Star Owners Club 
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Day Trip to Brugge  
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SB 
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AUGUST RIDEOUTS AND EVENTS 
 
SUNDAY 1ST 

DAY OUT IN BRIGHTON.  
 

Depart Marks Tey 09-00 for Thurrock services, depart  Thurrock services 10-00 for scenic ride to Brighton. There 
will be plenty of time to wander around, The Pavillion, The Lanes and lots more to see. 
 
FRIDAY 6TH  TO SUNDAY 8TH 

  
C17 SCRUMPIES PARTY, BANWELL, BS29 6DL, near Weston -Super- Mare 

 
Contact your reps for more info 
 
SUNDAY 8TH 

 
FRAMLINGHAM CASTLE, SUFFOLK IP13 9BP  

 
Depart Boreham services 10-00 for Langham services, depart Langham services 10-45 for Framlingham. Why not 
bring a picnic, plenty to do and see. Perhaps later in the afternoon  ride to Aldebrugh for tea. 
 
SUNDAY 15TH 

 
LOG CABIN, ABRIDGE.  

 
Depart Marks Tey 09-30 for Boreham, depart Boreham services 10-00 
Scenic ride through the highways and byways of Essex 
 
SUNDAY 22ND  
 

SHOTLEY MARINA, SHOTLEY GATE, IPSWICH, IP9 1QJ  
 
Depart Boreham services 10-00 for Langham services, depart Langham services 10-45. 
A leisurely ride through the country side to the Marina where there is a café for food and drink. 
 
FRIDAY 27TH  TO MONDAY 30TH 

 
VSOC C4 , FOURGASM 111 RALLY 

 
Darlington Rugby Club, 
For more information contact Peter (aka Mr K) 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information contact  your reps 
Please have sufficient fuel for rideouts so we can keep fuel stops to a minimum 
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August  
 

North meeting.  

8 pm Monday 2nd August 2010. 
 
The Anchor, Upper Street, Stratford St. Mary, CO7 6LW. 
West of A12, North of Colchester 

South meeting.  

8pm Monday 16th  August 2010. 

The Bell Inn, Main Road, Woodham Ferrers, CM3 8RF. 

On the B1418 between Bicknacre and South Woodham. 

�
September  
 

North meeting.  

8 pm Monday 6th September 2010. 
 
The Anchor, Upper Street, Stratford St. Mary, CO7 6LW. 
West of A12, North of Colchester 

South meeting.  

8 pm Monday 20th September 2010. 

The Bell Inn, Main Road, Woodham Ferrers, CM3 8RF. 

On the B1418 between Bicknacre and South Woodham. 

 


